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A Chomhalta Boird Bainistíochta, a chara,
 
Táimid ag scríobh chugat chun an t-eolas is deireanaí a thabhairt duit maidir le Suirbhé Bunscoile na Roinne Oideachais agus Óige.
Sa ríomhphost seo, déanaimid na nithe seo a leanas:
1. Torthaí suirbhé ár scoile a chomhroinnt
2. Treoir a thabhairt maidir le conas na torthaí a thuiscint
3. Breac-chuntas a thabhairt ar na gníomhartha is gá don Bhord Bainistíochta a dhéanamh
4. Treoir a thabhairt maidir le conas fógra a thabhairt don roinn agus dár bpátrún más rud é go mbeidh ár scoil ag iarraidh athrú cumraíochta a iniúchadh, bunaithe ar na torthaí suirbhé, trí fhoirm um ‘léiriú spéise’ a chomhlánú.

 
1. Torthaí suirbhé ár scoile
Tá torthaí suirbhé ár scoile ceangailte leis seo, ina leagtar amach na nithe seo a leanas:
· Roghanna tuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí ag a bhfuil leanaí atá rollaithe i do scoil faoi láthair; agus
· Roghanna tuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí ag a bhfuil leanaí nach bhfuil rollaithe i do scoil go fóill ach a chuir in iúl go bhfuil sé de rún acu rollú inti.
Leagtar amach sna torthaí roghanna tuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí maidir leis na nithe seo a leanas:
· Soláthar comhoideachais nó soláthar aonghnéis
· Pátrúnacht/éiteas
· Teanga an teagaisc (Béarla nó Gaeilge)
Ar mhaithe le príobháideacht daoine a chosaint, go háirithe i gcás scoileanna beaga, tabhair faoi deara nach bhfuil na torthaí ó shuirbhéanna ar bhaill foirne agus ar chomhaltaí Boird Bainistíochta ar áireamh sna torthaí seo. Úsáidfear na torthaí sin tráth níos déanaí más rud é go mbeidh ár scoil ag iarraidh athrú cumraíochta a iniúchadh.
 



Sholáthair an roinn na torthaí suirbhé atá ceangailte leis seo dár bpátrún scoile freisin, gan na torthaí ó shuirbhéanna ar bhaill foirne agus ar chomhaltaí Boird Bainistíochta a áireamh.
 
Foilseoidh an roinn torthaí suirbhé gach scoile ar gov.ie.  Foilseoidh an roinn tuarascáil freisin ina leagfar amach na torthaí suirbhé ardleibhéil ar an leibhéal náisiúnta. Áireofar leis an tuarascáil sin, a fhoilseofar i mí an Mheithimh, achoimre ardleibhéil ar roghanna tuismitheoirí agus ar na torthaí comhcheangailte ó shuirbhéanna ar bhaill foirne agus ar chomhaltaí Boird Bainistíochta ar an leibhéal náisiúnta.

 
2. Treoir maidir le conas na torthaí a thuiscint
Tá treoir mhionsonraithe ceangailte leis seo chun cabhrú leat torthaí suirbhé ár scoile a thuiscint. Mar achoimre, ba cheart thrí thoisc a bhreithniú:
· An ráta freagartha i measc tuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí
· An rogha chéatadánach atá léirithe sna torthaí
· An lamháil earráide
I dtorthaí suirbhé ár scoile, léirítear leis na céatadáin atá i ndath glas agus atá i ndath ór roghanna na dtuismitheoirí/na gcaomhnóirí a ghlac páirt sa suirbhé.
 
Léiríonn an líne dhearg an lamháil earráide. Tugann sé seo raon timpeall ar thoradh an tsuirbhé, a léiríonn cé mhéad níos airde nó níos ísle a d’fhéadfadh an toradh a bheith dá mbeadh freagra tugtha ag gach tuismitheoir/caomhnóir leanaí i do scoil.
Mar shampla:
· Más rud é go bhfuil an líne dhearg iomlán os cionn 50%, ciallaíonn sé sin gur dócha gur fearr le níos mó ná leath de na tuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí an rogha sin, fiú ag ligean don lamháil earráide.

 
3. Na gníomhartha is gá don Bhord Bainistíochta a dhéanamh
D’iarr an roinn orainn torthaí agus eolas ár suirbhé a scaipeadh ar ár bpobal scoile a luaithe is féidir i mí an Mheithimh.
Tá sé leagtha amach ag an roinn gur chóir go n-áireofaí na céimeanna seo a leanas:
Meitheamh
a)	Comhroinn na torthaí suirbhé agus an treoir leis na daoine seo a leanas (trí chumarsáid an teimpléid faoi iamh a úsáid):
o	An Cumann Tuismitheoirí agus an Chomhairle Scoláirí nó a gcoibhéis
o	Gach tuismitheoir/caomhnóir ag a bhfuil leanaí atá ag freastal ar an scoil
o	Gach ball foirne scoile
o    An mórphobal scoile (trína fhoilsiú ar shuíomh gréasáin do scoile).
Déanfaimid socruithe chun an t-eolas a roinnt lenár bpobal scoile.
 
Meán Fómhair
b)	Cuir próiseas soiléir i bhfeidhm le haghaidh aiseolas a bhailiú ó na grúpaí sin. Mar shampla:
o	Iarr ar an gCumann Tuismitheoirí agus ar an gComhairle Scoláirí na torthaí a athbhreithniú agus aiseolas a sheoladh chuig an mBord faoi dháta comhaontaithe, agus cuir tuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí/scoláirí ar an eolas faoin spriocdháta sin
o	Déan caidreamh le baill foirne scoile agus cuir sásra i bhfeidhm le haghaidh a dtuairimí a bhailiú
o	Foilsigh na torthaí suirbhé ar shuíomh Gréasáin na scoile agus tabhair seoladh ríomhphoist ionas gur féidir le daoine den mhórphobal aiseolas a thabhairt
o	Tionóil cruinniú leis an bpobal chun aiseolas a bhailiú
Cabhróidh sé sin lena chinntiú go mbeidh deis ag gach duine na torthaí suirbhé a fheiceáil agus a dtuairimí a chomhroinnt.
 
Tá an roinn ag moladh an 30 Meán Fómhair mar amlíne le haghaidh aiseolais ó phobal na scoile.
 
Má tá sé beartaithe ag an scoil cruinniú a reáchtáil don phobal (rud a spreagtar), ba chóir go mbeadh sé ar siúl go luath i mí Mheán Fómhair ionas gur féidir aon aiseolas a sheoladh chuig an mBord Bainistíochta faoin 30 Meán Fómhair.
 
Deireadh Fómhair
c)	Tionóil cruinniú speisialta den Bhord Bainistíochta chun an t-aiseolas ar fad a athbhreithniú agus chun a chinneadh an mbeidh an scoil ag iarraidh athrú cumraíochta a iniúchadh.
 
Más rud é go mbeidh an scoil ag iarraidh athrú cumraíochta a iniúchadh, ba cheart do Chathaoirleach an Bhoird Bainistíochta Pátrún ár scoile agus an Roinn Oideachais agus Óige a chur ar an eolas faoi sin faoin 31 Deireadh Fómhair 2026. Faoin Acht Oideachais, 1998, is ar Phátrún na scoile atá an fhreagracht dhlíthiúil as pátrúnacht scoile a athrú. Féadfaimid a chinneadh a bheith i measc an chéad ghrúpa scoileanna a chuirfidh na torthaí suirbhé i ngníomh i mí Mheán Fómhair 2027, nó féadfaimid déanamh amhlaidh tráth níos déanaí. Ba chóir dúinn pobal ár scoile a chur ar an eolas freisin.
 
Más rud é go gcinnfimid gan na torthaí a chur i ngníomh, ba cheart dúinn Pátrún ár scoile a chur ar an eolas faoi sin.
 
d)	Cuir ár gcinneadh in iúl do thuismitheoirí/caomhnóirí, don Chumann Tuismitheoirí, don Chomhairle Scoláirí, do bhaill foirne, agus don mhórphobal scoile.

 
4. Tabhair fógra don Roinn Oideachais agus Óige agus dár bPátrún
Más rud é go mbeidh ár scoil ag iarraidh athrú cumraíochta a iniúchadh, ní mór dúinn an fhoirm um ‘Léiriú Spéise’ atá ceangailte leis seo a chomhlánú agus í a sheoladh ar ais chuig an Roinn Oideachais agus Óige, agus fógra a thabhairt dár bPátrún faoi sin: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/f6cjtc5in7
 
Ba cheart foirmeacha comhlánaithe a chur isteach chuig an roinn tráth nach déanaí ná an 31 Deireadh Fómhair 2026.

 
Léiriú spéise in athrú a dhéanamh
Más rud é go léireoidh ár scoil spéis in athrú a dhéanamh, sannfaidh an roinn teagmhálaí tiomnaithe dúinn chun tacú linn tríd an bpróiseas a bhaineann le hathrú cumraíochta a bhreithniú agus a chur chun feidhme. Cuirfear raon tacaí breise ar fáil freisin chun cabhrú linn.

 
Na chéad chéimeanna eile
Tá torthaí suirbhé ár scoile agus treoir maidir le conas na torthaí a thuiscint ceangailte leis seo.
 
Déanfaimid socruithe chun torthaí suirbhé ár scoile agus an t-eolas a ghabhann leis a scaipeadh ar ár bpobal scoile.
 
Táimid ag súil leis na torthaí agus le haiseolas ónár bpobal scoile a phlé ag cruinniú i rith Mí Dheireadh Fómhair. Déanfaimid teagmháil leat le sonraí an chruinnithe sin.
 
Is mise le meas,
Cathaoirleach agus Príomhoide
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Sheol an Roinn Oideachais agus Óige an Suirbhé Bunscoile chun a fháil amach cé na cineálacha scoile is fearr le tuismitheoirí agus le caomhnóirí. Áirítear leo sin:
· Soláthar comhoideachais nó soláthar aonghnéis
· Éiteas/pátrúnacht scoile
· Teanga an teagaisc (Béarla nó Gaeilge)
Ghlac breis agus 200,000 duine de thuismitheoirí agus de chaomhnóirí páirt sa suirbhé. Fuair gach scoil torthaí atá bunaithe ar na tuairimí a bhí ag tuismitheoirí ag a bhfuil leanaí atá ag freastal ar an scoil nó ar na tuairimí a bhí acu sin a bhfuil sé beartaithe acu leanbh a rollú inti.
 
Cad a tharlóidh más rud é go mbeidh éileamh ar athrú ann
Más rud é go léireoidh scoil spéis in athrú a dhéanamh, sannfaidh an roinn teagmhálaí tiomnaithe chun tacú leis an scoil tríd an bpróiseas a bhaineann le hathrú cumraíochta a bhreithniú agus a chur chun feidhme. Cuirfear raon tacaí breise ar fáil freisin.
 
Scoileanna comhoideachais
· Is scoileanna comhoideachais iad thart ar 90% de na bunscoileanna uile. Ciallaíonn sé sin go dteagasctar buachaillí agus cailíní le chéile i ngach rang.
· Is scoileanna aonghnéis iad thart ar 10% de na scoileanna uile, rud a chiallaíonn nach dteagascann siad ach buachaillí, nó nach dteagascann siad ach cailíní, i roinnt ranganna nó sna ranganna uile.
· Más rud é go mbeidh scoil ag iarraidh teacht chun bheith ina scoil chomhoideachais, breithneoidh an Roinn Oideachais agus Óige an iarraidh sin trína hAonad Pleanála agus Tógála.
· Agus í ag féachaint ar na hiarrataí sin, seiceálfaidh an roinn rudaí amhail cé acu atá nó nach bhfuil dóthain áiteanna scoile ann do bhuachaillí agus do chailíní sa limistéar, agus bheadh uainiú aon athruithe ag teacht leis sin.
Scoileanna il-sainchreidmheacha
· Tá éiteas reiligiúnach (sainchreidmheach) ag thart ar 95% de na scoileanna uile.
· Is scoileanna il-sainchreidmheacha iad thart ar 5% de na scoileanna uile. I scoil il-sainchreidmheach, foghlaimíonn leanaí faoi reiligiúin agus creidimh dhifriúla. Ní chuireann na scoileanna seo teagasc creidimh ar fáil le linn an lae scoile.
· Más rud é go mbeidh scoil ag iarraidh teacht chun bheith ina scoil il-sainchreidmheach, tacóidh an roinn leis an scoil déanamh amhlaidh.
·   Nuair a athraíonn scoil ina scoil il-sainchreidmheach, coinnítear formhór na rudaí sa scoil mar atá. Mar shampla, bíonn an scoil ar oscailt agus ag oibriú amach go fóill as an bhfoirgneamh scoile céanna, agus soláthraíonn an roinn an tacaíocht chéanna, amhail deontais, cigireachtaí, rialacháin, curaclam, agus baill foirne.
· Is féidir an t-athrú éitis go héiteas il-sainchreidmheach a dhéanamh ag an aon am amháin nó is féidir é a dhéanamh de réir a chéile, agus díriú á leagan ar na ranganna níos óige ar dtús.
Scoileanna a theagascann trí Ghaeilge (Gaelscoileanna)
· Is trí Bhéarla a theagascann thart ar 92% de na scoileanna uile
· Is trí Ghaeilge a theagascann thart ar 8% de na scoileanna uile
· I scoileanna a sholáthraíonn oideachas trí Ghaeilge, leanann leanaí an curaclam céanna a leanann leanaí i scoileanna eile, ach is trí Ghaeilge a theagasctar gach ábhar dóibh (seachas Béarla agus teangacha eile).
·  Más rud é go mbeidh scoil ag iarraidh athrú agus tosú ag teagasc trí Ghaeilge (Gaelscoil), tacóidh an roinn leis an scoil déanamh amhlaidh.
 
Léigh tuilleadh faisnéise ag: www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey
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Dear Board of Management member,
 
We are writing to update you on the Department of Education and Youth’s Primary School Survey.
In this email, we:
1. Share our school’s survey results
2. Provide guidance on how to understand the results
3. Outline the actions required by the department of the Board of Management.
4. Guidance on how to notify the department and our patron, if our school wishes to explore a change in configuration, based on the survey results, via an ‘expression of interest’ form.

1. Our school’s survey results
We attach our school’s survey results, which outlines:
· The preferences of parents/guardians of children currently enrolled in your school; and
· The preferences of parents/guardians of children not yet enrolled who indicated an intention to enrol in your school
The results outline the preferences of parents/guardians for:
· Co-educational or single-sex provision
· Patronage/ethos
· Language of instruction (English or Irish)
Please note that results from staff and Board of Management surveys are not included, to protect people’s privacy, especially in smaller schools. These results will be used later if our school wishes to explore a change in configuration.
 
The department has provided the attached survey results, excluding staff and Board of Management members’ results, to our school patron.
 
The department will publish each school’s survey results on gov.ie.  The department will also publish a report setting out the high-level survey results at national level. This will include high-level summary parental preferences and also combined staff and Board of Management results at a national level, in June.
2. Guidance on how to understand the results
We attach detailed guidance to assist you understand our school’s survey results. In summary, three factors should be considered:
· The response rate of parents/guardians
· The percentage preference shown in the results
· The margin of error
On our school’s survey results, the percentages shown in green and gold, show the preferences of the parents/guardians who took part in the survey.
 
The red line shows the margin of error. This tells us how much the result could be higher or lower if all parents/guardians of children in our school had responded.
For example:
· If the whole red line is above 50%, this means it is likely that more than half of all parents/guardians prefer that option, even allowing for the margin of error.

 
3. Actions for the Board of Management
The department has asked that we circulate our survey results and information to our school community as soon as possible in June.
The department has set out that the steps should include:
June
a) Share the survey results and guidance with the following groups (using the enclosed template communications):
o	The Parents’ Association and Student Council or equivalents
o	All parents/guardians of children in school
o	All school staff
o	The wider school community (by publishing on our school website)
We will make arrangements to share the information with our school community.
September
b) Put a clear process in place to gather feedback from these groups. For example:
o	Ask the Parents’ Association and Student Council to review the results and send feedback to the Board by an agreed date, and inform parents/guardians/students of this deadline
o	Engage with school staff and provide a mechanism to collect their views
o	Publish the survey results on the school website and provide a school email address so members of the wider community can give feedback
o	Hold a meeting for the community to gather feedback
This will help ensure everyone has a chance to see the survey results and share their views.
The department is suggesting 30 September as a timeline for feedback from the school community.
If the school plans to hold a meeting for the community (which is encouraged), it should take place early in September so that any feedback can be sent to the Board of Management by 30 September.
 
October
c) Hold a special Board of Management meeting to review all feedback and decide whether the school wants to explore a change in configuration.
 
If yes, the Chairperson of the Board of Management should inform our school Patron and the Department of Education and Youth by 31 October 2026. Under the Education Act 1998, the legal responsibility for changing patronage of a school rests with the school Patron. We can decide to take part in the first group of schools to action the survey results for September 2027, or a later date. We should also inform our school community.
 
If no, we should inform our school Patron. 
d) Communicate our decision with parents/guardians, the Parents’ Association, Student Council, staff, and the wider school community.

 
4. Notify the Department of Education and Youth and our Patron
If our school wishes to explore a change in configuration we must complete and return the ‘Expression of Interest’ form, to the Department of Education and Youth and notify our Patron: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/f6cjtc5in7
 
Completed forms should be submitted to the department no later than 31 October 2026.

 
Expression of interest for change
If our school expresses an interest in change the department will assign a dedicated contact, to support us through the process of considering and implementing a change in configuration. A range of additional supports will also be made available to assist us.

Next steps
We attach our school’s survey results and guidance on how to understand the results.
We will make arrangements to circulate our school’s survey results and accompanying information to our school community. 
We look forward to discussing the results and feedback from our school community at a meeting in October. We will contact you with details for that meeting.
 Yours sincerely,
Chairperson and Principal
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The Department of Education and Youth carried out the Primary School Survey to find out what type of school parents and guardians prefer. These include:
· Co-educational or single-sex provision
· School ethos/patronage
· Language of instruction (English or Irish)
Over 200,000 parents/guardians took part. Each school has received results based on the views of parents with children in the school, or those who plan to enrol a child.
 
What happens if there is demand for change
If a school ‘expresses an interest’ in change the department will assign a dedicated point of contact to support the school throughout the process of considering and implementing a change in configuration. A range of additional supports will also be made available.
 
Co-educational schools
· About 90% of primary schools are co-educational. This means boys and girls are taught together in all classes.
· About 10% of schools are single-sex, meaning they teach only boys or only girls, in some or all classes.
· If a school wants to become co-educational, the Department of Education and Youth will consider this request through its Planning and Building Unit.
· When looking at these requests, the department will check things like whether there are enough school places for boys and girls in the area, and the timing of any changes would reflect this.
Multi-denominational schools
· About 95% of schools have a religious (denominational) ethos.
· About 5% of schools are multi-denominational. In a multi-denominational school, children learn about different religions and beliefs. These schools do not provide religious instruction during the school day.
· If a school wants to become multi-denominational the department will support the school to becoming a multi-denominational school.
· When a school changes to multi-denominational, most things in the school stay the same, for example the school remains open and operating from the same school building, and the department provides the same support, like grants, inspections, regulations, curriculum, and staff.
· A change of ethos to multi-denominational can take place all at once, or gradually, starting with younger classes over time.
Schools that teach through Irish (Gaelscoileanna)
· About 92% of schools teach through English
· About 8% of schools teach through Irish
·  Children in schools that provide education through Irish follow the same curriculum as those in other schools but are taught all subjects (except English and other languages) through Irish.
·  If a school wants to change and teach through Irish (gaelscoil), the department will support the school to transition to a school that teaches through Irish.
 
Read additional information at: www.gov.ie/primaryschoolsurvey 
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A Chomhalta Boird Bainistíochta, a chara, 

Tá litir thábhachtach (Gaeilge & Béarla) ceangailte leis an r-phost seo maidir leis An Suirbhé Bunscoile a cuireadh i gcrích ar an 16 Nollaig 2025. Sa suirbhé sin lorg an Roinn Oideachais agus Óige tuairimí maidir le cumraíocht scoileanna na tíre seo. 
Chomh maith leis an litir luaite, tá bileog ina bhfuil torthaí an tsuirbhé mar a bhaineann siad leis an scoil seo. 

Anois, sa chéad chéim eile den phróiseas,  tá sé de dhualgas ar an scoil tuairimí phobal na scoile agus tuairimí an mórphobal maidir leis an toradh seo a bhailiú. Nuair a bheidh an t-aiseolas ar fad bailithe ó na páirtithe leasmhara, breithneoidh an Bord Bainistíochta go cúramach é agus déanfaidh an Bord Bainistíochta cinneadh bunaithe ar an eolas ar fad. Dá bhrí sin tá seoladh r-phost ar leith cruthaithe ag an scoil chun aiseolas maidir leis na torthaí a bhailiú. Is é XXXXXXX@XXXXXXXX.XX an seoladh le húsáid chun d’aiseolas a roinnt leis an scoil.

Is é XX%.an ráta freagartha ó thuismitheoirí/chaomhnóirí a bhí ag an scoil seo don suirbhé a rinne an Roinn.

Chabhródh ráta freagartha ard, maidir le tuairimí, leis an mBord agus é i mbun a chuid oibre. 
Is gá tuairimí a sheoladh chuig an seoladh r-phost speisialta faoin 30 Meán Fómhair.

Attached to this email you will find an important letter (In Irish & English) regarding the Primary School Survey that was completed on December 16th 2025. In that survey the Department of Education and Youth sought responses regarding the configuration of the schools in Ireland. 
The results of that survey as they pertain to this particular school are also attached. 

The next stage of this process is for the school to gather the views of the school community as well as the wider community in relation to the survey. Once the feedback has been gathered, the Board of Management will consider the findings and make any decisions necessary. As such, the school has created a dedicated email address to gather feedback. The address to use to provide any feedback is XXXXXXX@XXXXXXXX.XX

The rate of response from the parents/guardians of this school to the Department’s survey was XX%. A high response rate, as regards comments or feedback, will aid the Board in its work.
All responses should be sent to the dedicated email address by September 30th. 
