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About An Foras Pátrúnachta 
An Foras Pátrúnachta (AFP) has operated successfully as a patron of Irish-medium schools 

since 1993. We are a National Body which establishes and manages schools at both 

primary and post-primary level. Our schools are equality-based, diverse and inclusive, 

welcoming all pupils regardless of socio-economic background, religious beliefs or 

ethnicity. 

 

We support our schools in providing excellent education and in creating and fostering an 

Irish speaking community. We do this, in collaboration with our national and international 

partners in the Education and Irish language sectors, by assisting Boards of Management, 

teachers and parents in the sharing of best practice. 

 

AFP’s Irish language ethos and Immersion Education policy have played a pioneering role, 

in the education and the development, of the Irish-speaking community. AFP is the only 

patron which operates exclusively in the interests of Irish-medium Education. 

 

AFP was established to provide choice for parents. We recognise the rights of parents to 

place their children in a school with a spiritual ethos matching their beliefs. From its 

inception, AFP has provided parents with this choice by establishing schools of differing 

spiritual ethos such as Multi-denominational, Inter-denominational or Catholic. We 

continue in our aims to provide all parents who want Irish-medium education with their 

choice of ethos. 

 

Our Vision 
 

To provide all children with access  

to Irish-medium education of the highest 

quality. 



 

5  

Our Philosophy 
There are increasingly more and more demands within the family, workplace and society to 

operate in contexts which are multicultural, multilingual and multi-faceted. In order to do 

this successfully our students need to develop as fully rounded individuals who can navi-

gate their way successfully through life.  

 

Integral to this development is an understanding of themselves, of where they come from 

and of their heritage and culture. Adopting the best core values from family, community 

and society will assist students to form and develop positive relationships, not only within 

their own communities but with other communities of differing cultures, languages and 

viewpoints.  

 

We recognise the importance of the Irish language, not only as a language but as a means 

of transferring our identity, our culture and our heritage from one generation to the next.  
Pupils attending our schools will understand and appreciate the value of our language,  

culture and heritage. Growing up in Ireland they will see it as natural for themselves, their 

school and their families to be part of an Irish–speaking society. 

 

With this understanding of themselves, their families and their communities, their capacity 

for acceptance of and respect for those from other religious, cultural and social back-

grounds will grow. This personal development will enable them to approach life with an 

openness to others and an enthusiasm for learning.  

 

Our core values 
Our directors and staff members will undertake their work with honesty, respect and open-

ness. The values of equality and inclusivity are central to our philosophy. We put the student 

to the fore in all we do.  

A particular value is placed on the Irish language. We will always promote Irish. We will en-

courage the use of Irish by using it as our vernacular, by providing Irish-medium education in 

our schools, by using it when working with other organisations and by supporting those who 

provide services through Irish.  

 

We also ensure core values in our schools; every school will be co-educational, that chil-

dren will be central in their own education, that students will receive excellent education 

through Irish and that schools will be run in a democratic way. 
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Choice of Ethos  

AFP has a wide range of schools of different ethos under our patronage including multide-

nominational, interdenominational and catholic. AFP works continuously with our partners in 

education to provide choice for parents. 

 

There is ongoing cooperation between our Catholic and Inter-denominational schools and 

the various parishes/dioceses in providing faith formation for their pupils and in their prepa-

ration for sacraments. Our Multi-denominational schools follow our ethics and morals pro-

gram in which all beliefs are on an equal footing, are celebrated and no one religious be-

lief takes prominence.  

 

Pupils learn about the major world religions as well as nature, the environment and their 

own personal development. We facilitate co-operation between our parents and their vari-

ous community faiths through parental committees.  

 

The capacity of AFP to adopt differing spiritual school models allows it the flexibility to ad-

dress and meet the needs od communities as they develop. In this way AFP strives to 

achieve its primary goal of establishing Irish-medium schools whilst also addressing the ever 

developing changes in our communities. We look forward to establishing further diversity in 

education and choice for parents into the future. 

From Generation to Generation 

We live in an era of globalisation which creates opportunities for us to develop both as a 

country and as a people. We seek to impart the best values and skills and to provide the 

best opportunities for our children. We all want our pupils to have the skills needed to cope 

with the challenges and the opportunities that they may encounter as they make their way 

in the world. It is a fundamental aim of AFP that our pupils develop and reach their full     

potential.  

 

We want our children to enjoy life as resourceful, resilient and creative people. We want 

them to have a sense of community and to contribute to society as a responsible active 

citizen and to create the vision we have for an open, equitable, multicultural society.  Our 

children must be supported in their development as the sort of citizens who can bring this 

vision to fruition. 

 

An Foras Pátrúnachta believes that through Irish-medium schools families can be supported 

in creating opportunities, fostering abilities and instilling values which help our children de-

velop a holistic identity based on our best values as a society. This partnership between 

school and family creates a synergy which provides pupils with the environment to develop. 
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Our Schools’ Achievements 

Through Irish-medium education, pupils achieve bilingualism. The advantages of bilingual-

ism have been continuously demonstrated through national and international research:  

 

Academic: Children in Gaelscoileanna achieve higher results in English & Maths in the Na-

tional Standardised tests. As a result of being bilingual it is much easier for children to 

aquire fluency in other languages. 

Cognitive: Bilingual children are better problem solvers, creative thinkers and have in-

creased understanding of maths concepts.  

Communication: Children in Gaelscoileanna have better communication skills thanks to 

their early immersion in another language. 

Cultural: Children in Gaelscoileanna gain a deeper appreciation of the value of different 

cultures. Research shows this results in greater tolerance and less racism.  

Self-esteem: Children in Gaelscoileanna gain a deeper appreciation of their culture lead-

ing to increased self-esteem, sense of identity and are happier attending school than chil-

dren in other forms of education.  

Employment: Ability to work in more than one language is a valued skill. Children in 

Gaelscoileanna have extra opportunities from their fluency in Irish & other languages.  

 

When providing education AFP always places the welfare of the child to the forefront 

and acts in partnership with parents throughout the process. The particular talents of indi-

vidual pupils are recognised, nurtured and developed through the continuous work and 

support provided in our schools.  

Educational Research Centre, 2011; Gallagher & Hanna, 2002 

Cenoz & Valencia, 1994 

Bialystok et al., 2005 

Cummins, 2000 

Gallagher & Hanna, 2002 

Baker, 2003; NMABE, 2006; Cummins, 2000  
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From Policy to planning and 

Practice 
AFP’s policies and initiatives are guided by the principles of language planning and the 

aims laid out in the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language. An illustration of this is our Im-

mersion Education Strategy which was developed as a result of independent research 

showing that Immersion Education is one of the most effective methods of language ac-

quisition. This strategy has been implemented by all our schools. 

 

 

 

Cultivating an Irish-speaking Community 
 

AFP’s schools facilitate the organic growth of Irish speakers within their communities: 

 

 Cultural activities are organised to encourage the normal use of Irish outside the 

school environment. 

 AFP delivers a Continuous Professional Development program which focuses on the 

Irish language and is available to all of the country’s Irish–medium schools 

 Schools are encouraged to establish Irish pre-schools 

 AFP ensures that services are available to our schools through Irish in areas such as: ed-

ucation, recruitment, religious services, sport etc. 
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A view to the future 

The Irish Language and Irish-medium Education have long been recognised by the state 

as having a special and significant status. Along with this recognition comes the 

acknowledgement of parents’ and childrens’ rights regarding the language and Irish 

Medium Education.  

The adoption by the Department of Education of a policy for  Gaeltacht Education was a 

welcome development. Central to the policy is the promotion of the language and 

central to the promotion of the language are the schools. The policy recognises that 

schools cannot do this without being supported. AFP welcomes this policy and agrees 

wholeheartedly with the supports to be provided to Gaeltacht schools.  

However, if it is accepted that Gaeltacht schools need to be supported to operate 

through Irish in order that the language be promoted, we hold that the Irish-medium 

schools outside of the Gaeltacht have the same need for support as those within the 

Gaeltacht.  

They operate through Irish with many of the same challenges regarding the fostering of 

the language. Therefore, it is our contention that the same supports should be available 

to all Irish-medium schools. 

  

An Foras Pátrúnachta proposes: 

1. That the same supports that have been proposed for Gaeltacht schools be afforded 

to all Irish-medium schools. 

2. That appropriate recognition and support is given to the particular circumstances/

context in which Irish-medium schools operate. 

3. That the DES implement an action plan to provide access to Irish-medium education 

to every child in the country if they so wish. 

4. That the DES implements a plan as a matter of urgency to ensure that there is an 

adequate supply of classroom and subject teachers who have a high standard of Irish 

to serve the sector.  

5. That the DES focuses on providing permanent accommodation to the high 

percentage of schools that have been in temporary accommodation for many years.  

6. That the DES and other state departments demonstrate leadership with regard to the 

implementation of the Strategy for the Irish Language. It is not sufficient for state 

departments to have a neutral policy with regard to the Irish language and Irish-

medium education. This requires the implementation of a positive, supportive and 

proactive policy. 

7. That the DES implement as a matter of urgency a comprehensive Irish language 

service for An Foras Pátrúnachta and our schools which will allow us to conduct our 

business with the DES through Irish.  
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